
The Musician of Today

Every new generation of musician must pose the question: how can we create and perform music that speaks 
to contemporary listeners with power and relevance? At O/Modernt and Lilla Akademien we share the same 
encompassing approach to musical performance and education. Music that communicates most compellingly is 
brought to life by multifaceted, inquisitive and well-rounded individuals. 

O/MODERNT AND LILLA AKADEMIEN / A SHARED PHILOSOPHY OF CREATIVE LEARNING

A Sounding Room for an Interconnected World

The Queen Silvia Concert Hall, scheduled for opening in spring 2022, will be the architectural embodiment 
of the philosophy shared by Lilla Akademien and O/Modernt. With a full capacity of up to 300 people, it will 
be a beautiful, multi-purpose, innovative space for musical encounters that will lead the way in cross-border 
artistic integration and inclusion. The hall will be the new educational centre at Lilla Akademien and the natural 
extension of O/Modernt’s creative activities. 

Designed by the acclaimed Italian architect Giorgio Palù and world-leading Japanese acoustician Yasuhisa Toyota, 
the hall, with its centralised performing space, will be a sought-after venue for live music and an inspiring setting 
for creative learning.

Built to the highest environmental standards and equipped with the latest high-end digital technology, the hall 
will also be a hub of musical and educational exchange without physical barriers, allowing both Lilla Akademien 
and O/Modernt to connect with a world-wide network of leading artists and arts organisations. Channelling the 
unrivalled power of music, it will be a sounding room for an interconnected world.

The Queen Silvia Concert Hall

I am confident that in time Lilla Akademien will become a beacon of artistic and 
academic excellence, setting an example for other countries. Such a haven where 

music is played for love is much needed in the world of today. Arvo Pärt

O/Modernt exudes creativity from every pore. Dagens Nyheter
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Festival O/Modernt 

Staged in June at Ulriksdal Palace 
Theatre in Stockholm, Festival 
O/Modernt is the highlight of our 
season, where we gather a wonderful 
array of artists from around the world 
to share the stage with emerging talents 
for a week of concerts and arts events.

Chamber Orchestra & Soloists

The keystone of our music-making is the 
internationally renowned O/Modernt 
Chamber Orchestra, which thrives in 
creative collaborations with classical, 
rock and jazz artists, as well as rappers, 
harmonic singers, Indian musicians and 
even rock balancers! The O/Modernt 
Soloists is a flexible ensemble that 
focuses on world-class chamber music 
programmes.

New Music

O/Modernt wholeheartedly embraces 
the world of new music, with more 
than forty newly commissioned works 
to date, ranging from short pieces for 
solo harpsichord to fully orchestrated 
cantatas and symphonic works. With 
a group of distinguished European 
partners, O/Modernt hosts an annual 
Composition Award.

Academy & New Generation

O/Modernt Academy and New 
Generation are our educational 
platforms that nurture young, aspiring 
musicians. While the New Generation 
scheme provides outstanding musical 
tuition and performance opportunities, 
the Academy grounds the tuition in a 
truly holistic approach that harks back 
to the academies of ancient Greece.

Recordings & Publications

O/Modernt’s critically acclaimed 
recordings are produced and 
released in partnership with the UK 
label Signum Classics. O/Modernt’s 
independent, award-winning publishing 
programme is responsible for the 
annual festival booklet as well as stand-
alone titles.

Outreach & Retreats

Expanding O/Modernt’s horizons, we 
run successful outreach programmes 
in Sweden and India, musical-culinary 
retreats in Italy, and mindfulness 
retreats for artists.

O/Modernt (Swedish for ‘Un/Modern’) is the innovative concept devised a decade ago by violinist, conductor and 
artistic director Hugo Ticciati. Combining old and new in unexpected ways, O/Modernt celebrates connectivity 
in and through the arts, aiming to bring about a heightened awareness of connections that span times, cultures and 
peoples. Our international programme of activities is focused on exploring artistic links between contemporary 
culture and the cultures of previous epochs, bringing together people from all walks of life, and re/connecting 
people with themselves by promoting active, imaginative engagement with music and the arts. Outward-looking, 
inclusive and passionate about breaking down boundaries, O/Modernt’s philosophy is encapsulated in our motto, 
borrowed from John Cage: Invent the past. Revise the future.

 In time, space, and media, it may 
be the most multi-dimensional 

classical festival in the world.
The London Magazine

The Swedish string ensemble led by Hugo 
Ticciati fascinates from the first measure: 
such tender homogeneity in its playing, 
such a wealth of colour beneath!
Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin



The academy’s core training in traditional classical music 
and individual instrumental tuition is enhanced with 
studies in folk music, jazz and a range of specialist skills, 
including improvisation, conducting, composition and music 
production. The academy stages around 180 concerts every 
year, and over the past twenty years has produced more 
than 3,000 concerts, performed by 10 orchestras, 13 choirs 
and more than 60 diverse ensembles. 

Both the primary and secondary schools are consistently 
ranked in the top 5 schools in Sweden across all the 
classes, while students of all ages regularly win prestigious 
awards as soloists and members of ensembles in national 
and international competitions. Seventy per cent of Lilla 
Akademien graduates go on to study music at degree level in 
Sweden and abroad;

popular destinations include the Royal College of Music in 
Stockholm, music colleges in Gothenburg, Malmö, Oslo and 
Copenhagen, the Royal Academy of Music in London, the 
Sibelius Academy in Helsinki and the Paris Conservatory.

The school’s excellent academic results also give graduates the 
option to progress to higher education in a wide range of non-
musical subjects; recent destinations include the Stockholm 
School of Economics, Karolinska Institutet, KTH Royal Institute 
of Technology, Stockholm University, Uppsala University and 
universities abroad including Oxford and Cambridge.

After completing their higher education, students from 
Lilla Akademien have gone on to become concertmasters, 
section principals, tutti players, soloists, pop artists, jazz 
musicians, composers, teachers and musicologists; outside 
the world of music, Lilla Akademien students have gone on 
to become teachers, doctors and researchers, and taken up 
careers in a wide variety of professions.

Lilla Akademien was founded in 1998 by violinist and educational visionary Nina Balabina. The school offers a 
unique full-time education for 450 students, from pre-school to pre-college, with an integrated curriculum 
of academic and specialised music studies. It also offers numerous weekend courses for a further 450 
students, ranging in age from 2 to 25. The teaching staff numbers more than 200, and together with 
the students, come from over 60 countries around the world.

The broad and diverse programme of study, which includes lessons in dance, 
the arts and chess, and the academy’s free-spirited, joyful atmosphere allow 
each and every pupil to develop in their own unique way.

Click HERE to experience Lilla Akademien live

https://vimeo.com/492059332/334fd829fb


O/Modernt and Lilla Akademien echo the ideals of the ancient Greek academies, 
nurturing the artists of tomorrow to become what the Greek philosophers called 
‘musicians’ – honest, responsible, tolerant, cultured, intellectually open and creative 
members of society.  Lilla Akademien’s holistic education, with music as its beating 
heart, forms the bedrock that allows our students to excel in a wide range of 
careers in music and in other fields. In a similar spirit, music is for O/Modernt a way 
of exploring connections between diverse cultures: a dialogue between all genres 
and styles of art, past and present.

Putting it into Practice

O/Modernt deepens and expands the education offered by Lilla Akademien. While 
many of O/Modernt’s players and associated artists, including both young and 
internationally established musicians, are graduates of Lilla Akademien, O/Modernt’s 
extensive musical activities transform the exceptional education offered at the 
school into a lived reality on the stage of life.

O/Modernt is associated not only with a core group of musicians, but also with 
diverse artists and thinkers from many disciplines: sculptors, painters, theologians, 
philosophers, ecologists, poets, historians, monks, scientists and writers. The 
O/Modernt Academy draws on these collaborations to enrich the education 
offered to young artists. In addition to their world-class musical training, O/Modernt 
Academy students are mentored by some of the leading thinkers of our time. 

O/Modernt’s extensive performance and educational programme sees the individual’s 
growth as a musician intimately connected with their profound engagement with a 
wide range of topics in the humanities, promoting music-making as an attribute of 
the whole being.

The educational principles and 
aspirations shared by O/Modernt and 
Lilla Akademien are based on three 
foundational pillars:

Holistic

Fostering the development of free, 
morally responsible, compassionate 
and well-rounded individuals.

Person-centred

Helping every individual to discover 
their own creative and artistic 
personalities.

Spontaneous and creative

Encouraging students and audiences 
to engage with the arts spontaneously 
and without inhibition.

MUSIC AT THE HEART OF AN INTERCONNECTED WORLD

Our Shared Philosophy



AN INTEGRATED PLATFORM

O/Modernt and Lilla Akademien are excited to embrace the new performance and educational opportunities 
that the Queen Silvia Concert Hall will make possible. O/Modent’s world-class reputation and connections will 
foster new international collaborations, while its adventurous and innovative programming and educational 
agenda will help to establish the hall as one of Europe’s most creative and progressive cultural spaces. Planned 
joint activities include: 

Artist residences where internationally 
acclaimed artists will spend a longer 
period with students, both performing 
and teaching.

Open masterclasses where mentors 
and students will explore musical 
works from diverse perspectives.

O/Modernt New Generation 
Summer Camp that will offer students 
an immersive chamber and orchestral 
experience, under the guidance of 
O/Modernt artists. 

Lectures by leading artists and thinkers 
that explore a wide range of thought-
provoking and inspiring subjects.

Chamber music open rehearsals and 
concerts where mentors and students 
perform together.

A Winter Festival O/Modernt 
that will give new generations of 
musicians an opportunity to perform 
in O/Modernt’s trademark innovative 
programmes.

The Queen Silvia Concert Hall



To establish the Queen Silvia Concert Hall and its concert and educational agenda on a firm financial basis, 
O/Modernt is working closely with the newly established Lilla Akademien Foundation: Space for Musical 
Encounters, whose sole purpose is to enable the construction of the hall and provide for its activities. 

While funds to construct the hall 
have been secured, an additional €3.5 
million are still needed to complete 
the acoustic fittings and to acquire 
technical equipment and musical 
instruments.

In addition, the projected costs 

associated with the above joint 
activities and flagship projects curated 
by O/Modernt will range between 
€200,000–€300,000 per annum 
in the upcoming next years.

All support and every donation will 
make a huge difference, helping our 

shared philosophy of creative learning 
to expand and flourish in its new home. 

We would be delighted to discuss 
participation and involvement in this 
joint project with any interested party, 
be it an individual or organisation, big 
or small. 

Your Contacts at O/Modernt

Hugo Ticciati Artistic Director 
hugo@omodernt.com 0046 8 540 64 308

Maxim Belčikov General Manager 
maxim@omodernt.com 0046 76 329 58 31

JOIN US ON THIS CREATIVE JOURNEY 

Financing and Support

omodernt.com

G
io

rg
io

 P
al

ù 
sk

iss
 k

on
se

rt
sa

l ©
 a

rk
pa

bi
 2

02
0

https://omodernt.com/

